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RevDar's Reflection
From Where Will Our Hope Come?

As we bear witness to the teetering of our nation, it
is hard to find words for the powerful emotions that
wash over and through us: profound shock, horror,
sadness, fear, rage, even hopelessness. From where
will our hope come?
 

We can draw hope from the psalms.

The psalmists faithfully offered, sometimes sacrificed their hardest feelings to the One who
can best receive them, hold them and transform their tragic brokenness into restored hope
and faithfulness. Praying the psalms can save us, too.
 
Do you feel like Psalm 69?
Save me, O God,
for the waters have come up to my neck. 
I sink in deep mire,
where there is no foothold;
I have come into deep waters,
and the flood sweeps over me. 
I am weary with my crying;
my throat is parched.
My eyes grow dim
with waiting for my God. 
God will receive your prayer.
 
Do you feel like Psalm 55?
Give ear to my prayer, O God;
do not hide yourself from my supplication. 
Attend to me, and answer me;
I am troubled in my complaint.
I am distraught by the noise of the enemy,
because of the clamour of the wicked.
For they bring trouble upon me,
and in anger they cherish enmity against me….
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Confuse, O Lord, confound their speech;
for I see violence and strife in the city. 
Day and night they go around it on its walls,
and iniquity and trouble are within it; ruin is in its midst;
oppression and fraud do not depart from its market-place.
God will receive your prayer.
 
Do you feel like Psalm 77?
I cry aloud to God,
aloud to God, that he may hear me. 
In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord;
in the night my hand is stretched out without wearying;
my soul refuses to be comforted. 
I think of God, and I moan;
I meditate, and my spirit faints….
I consider the days of old,
and remember the years of long ago. 
I commune with my heart in the night;
I meditate and search my spirit: 
‘Will the Lord spurn for ever,
and never again be favourable? 
Has his steadfast love ceased for ever?
Are his promises at an end for all time
God will receive your prayer.
 
After validating our feelings, the psalmists show us how to process them in faith rather
than indulge or, worse, promote them in the service of our egos. When we submit our
feelings to God’s Grace and the disciplines of faith, the psalmists promise us how our
personal sufferings can be restored in hope. Through faith, God also assumes the rightful
role of Sovereign in our hearts and minds; we resume our Calls to discipleship of Divine
Will, not our own, and both we and others are spared the devastations of our basest
impulses. We are all excruciatingly aware, in this moment, where those lead.
 
The psalms show us what true hope, faithful hope, is and is not. Faithful hope is not
optimism. It doesn’t deny the realities of tragedy, ignore them or wish them away It
embraces all the pain, suffering and horror of human life and lives within them. Faithful
hope is not about our desires or expectations for what we want, the way we think things
should go or how God should perform. Central to faithful hope is the surrender of our egos
and ambitions to and alignment with the priorities of the Gospel and the heart of God, “Not
my will, but Thine.”
 
Draw Hope from Psalm 69:
But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.
At an acceptable time, O God,
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me….
Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.
God answered this prayer.
 
Draw Hope from Psalm 46:
Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations God has brought on the earth. 
God makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
God breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
God burns the shields with fire. 
‘Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.’ 
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
God answered this prayer.
 
Draw Hope, even as Jesus did, even in the darkest moments, from Psalm 31:
You are indeed my rock and my fortress;
for your name’s sake lead me and guide me, 
take me out of the net that is hidden for me,
for you are my refuge. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit;
you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
God answered this prayer.
 
In times like this, when own our words and thoughts perhaps our actions overwhelm or
fail, reaching for the psalms can be like grabbing a lifeline. They can give form and



expression to our experience, help reorient us and help us persevere in live-giving ways
for ourselves and others. I invite you consider writing or drawing or otherwise creating your
own psalms to help you make it through times of trial.
A basic template for a psalm might include:

 Your Complaint: your problem, grievance, loss, need
 Your Petition: what aspect/involvement of God you need (not what you want, but
what you know about God that can help you or the situation: for example, mercy,
protection, justice, steadfast love, etc. )
Your Trust: your expression of trust, praise, thanksgiving and faithful hope to God.

 
God will receive and answer your prayer, in God's time, in God's way.
 
I'm hoping to building on these reflections in our sermon time on Sunday. If you create a
psalm before then, I'd love you to bring it to share. If you compose are willing to share
your psalm in our Weekly Word, please send a copy/photo of it to
revdar@WildwoodUCC.org.
 

Changes in the New Year
Mary McInnis, our choir director for the past 16 years, has resigned from her position,
effective this week. She has directed our Chancel and Bell Choirs throughout this time.
Mary and her beautiful voice will be missed. 
 
After resigning, Mary sent a note to the Choir members that we would like to share:
“It is with an extremely heavy heart that I resign my position as Music Director of Church in
the Wildwood. You have all inspired me and given me great joy. I have seen this choir grow
and reduce but never lose faith in what we are singing about...God's love. I wish you all the
very best and will keep you all in my prayers. I love you all. Hugs.”
 
We all wish Mary well in the New Year and all it will bring, and with all of God’s blessings.
 
Sincerely, 
Moderator Jeff Chapman & Pastor Darlene

Join Worship on Zoom!
Come for the Live Worship, Stay for the Live Fellowship!

Join us for worship on Zoom, live, Sundays at 10:30a.m. MT.
In Zoom worship, we have the chance to see and interact with each other, like we do

in church. When worship is over, we can have fellowship online, where we
get to see each other's whole faces!

To join worship on Zoom, follow the instructions at the end of this newsletter.

WildwoodUCC.org
New Domain, New Email, New Website Coming Soon!

Have you found "church-in-the-wildwood.org" arduous to try to type, or dictate to others to reach us
online? We have good news! CWW is moving to a much more user-friendly internet domain name:
wildwooducc.org. We have already move our email over, so please begin using our new email addresses
immediately:

Church AV,IT and Building Support: Vaughn@wildwooducc.org
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Pastor Darlene: revdar@wildwooducc.org
Wildwood Food Pantry: pantry@wildwooducc.org

We will be moving our website over to this domain soon, after we finish redesigning it to be easier to view
and navigate. Stay tuned to this newsletter for that more news on our online upgrades!

Supporting the Mission, Ministry of CWW
While we are not gathering in the church for our
activities, staff are working as hard as ever, and both
routine and new expenses continue! If you are not a
church member but appreciate the community support
and missions CWW offers, bare in mind that our work
cannot continue if CWW cannot continue.

You can support the ministry and mission of Church in the Wildwood by:
writing a check (made out to "Church in the Wildwood") and mailing it to:

P.O. Box 26, Green Mountain Falls, CO 80819.
donating via PayPal online or sign up for automated giving at:

www.Church-In-The-Wildwood.org/DonateCWW

Our offerings received are detailed below in the "Offerings and Attendance"
section. Our regular church expenses (not including renovations, which have
special funding) average approximately $8,000 per month.

Our Mission Efforts
Wildwood Food Pantry

 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Wildwood Food Pantry is
considered an "essential service” and our wonderfully dedicated
volunteers are continuing this mission to help our neighbors. We have
transitioned into a "Client Choice" Pantry so our guests are able to
select the items they need from a menu (as supplies are available).
 
For the protection of our guests and volunteers, our curbside service
will continue until further notice, with all appropriate safety protocols
being followed. This curbside service is from 6:00-7:30pm on the 2nd,
4th, and 5th Tuesday of each month. (September 22, and September
29) Please drive up in front of the church, park and stay inside your
car. A volunteer will come to your car and take your order. We will

then fill the order and load it into your vehicle for you.

The increased needs of our community continue and you can help support this mission in the following
ways:

To arrange food donation drop offs, please call the church at 719-684-9427 or email via
Pantry@WildwoodUCC.org.

Monetary donations can be in the form of checks (memo: food pantry), cash or grocery store gift
cards.

 
Donation receipts for tax purposes are available upon request.
 
Please remember that some of the costs associated with the Wildwood Pantry are born by the Church in
the Wildwood, such as; power, heat, and some staff time assisting with pantry functions. Any financial
support of the Church’s general operating fund helps support the Pantry and other community support
efforts by the church.

Sisters Helping Others
Support our sisterhood helping frontline healthcare workers

and essential employees! 

In response to professional healthcare workers' needs on the home
front, Wildwood’s Sisters Helping Sisters (SHS) ministry shifted from
making feminine hygiene products for women and girls abroad to
making Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) for healthcare workers
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and first responders here at home. During this pandemic we have
become Sisters Helping Others (SHO) making cloth face masks and
“Ear Savers.” Chafed earlobes and scalps are new consequences
for professional workers, from long hours wearing face masks with
ear straps. Our sisters learned of a way to make headbands with
buttons to loop mask straps around, and began supplying them to
agencies in need. Pikes Peak Regional Hospital in Woodland Park
posted a heartfelt thank you on CWW's Facebook page for this
mission of mercy. The caption with photos stated, "Looping masks
on those buttons is such a blessing for our ears!! Thank you!!!"

While the need for homemade facemasks continues as we provide
for our Food Pantry guests, we also need more helpers for these
easy at-home ear-savers & “button bands” (we have 2 designs) AND

we need supplies: wide headbands and 1/2 inch or larger buttons. Minimal machine sewing for one
design and just attaching buttons for the other. Please contact Jane Scanlon for info on offering financial
support, materials, time and talent: jane.scanlon6@gmail.com.
 

Wider UCC News, Events
Click on the boxes below to see more United Church of Christ news for our region

and the national church.

Weekly Goings On at the Church
Watch our Recorded Services from Our Website
(http://church-in-the-wildwood.org)
We began live streaming directly from our own Website on Sunday, April 19th, 2020!! It is now

much easier for everyone to find us and "tune in" every week. You can also view several previous
services from the same page. To access a service live or view past services, just click the LIVE-STREAM
button at the top of any page. Please try viewing last week's service today or Saturday and let us know
what you think, and if you have any difficulties.

Watch our Archived Services Any Time on YouTube
You can watch archived services at church-in-the-wildwood.org/youtube.

Watch Archived Services Any Time on FaceBook
You can watch archive services as at https://www.facebook.com/CWWGMF/videos.
You can get to our Live Service via our FaceBook Page.
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Faith Study with Rev. Darlene, Wednesdays at 12 p.m.
Join Rev. Darlene and others on Zoom or in person for faith study and discussion
on Wednesdays from 12pm to 1 pm.

You are warmly invited to join in our adult faith study by Zoom, telephone or masked and spaced in our
church, as public health guidelines permit. Please carefully consider your best health needs when
deciding how to participate. (Please scroll down to the bottom of this newsletter for directions on using
Zoom or phoning in.)

See the "Animate Your Faith" article, above, about the new study we will embark on in November.

The Prayer Team/Notebook
We are maintaining our prayer team and book, as well as our Prayers of Joy &
Concern during worship. Please communicate your prayer requests to
Coordinator Sue Frindt (sfrindt4@mesanetworks.net) or Pastor Darlene
(RevDar@WildwoodUCC.org).

Read the Entire Bible in a Year
Click here to open an Excel document that lists the daily scriptures to read
through the Bible in one year. Each month is on a separate page, which you

can access by clicking on the tabs at the bottom of your screen.
Also check out these links to suggested free online Bible apps:
https://www.mysword.info/download-mysword
https://www.olivetree.com/bible-study-apps/?source=topnav

10 Day Wildwood Calendar
Friday, January 8Friday, January 8
OfficeOffice
(By Appt Only)

Saturday, January 9Saturday, January 9
Church ClosedChurch Closed

Sunday, January 10Sunday, January 10
Worship: Live on Zoom,Worship: Live on Zoom,
Recorded for laterRecorded for later
viewingviewing

10:30 a.m. Online Sunday Worship and Fellowship
Live on Zoom, recorded for later viewing. To join in live on Zoom,
see links below.

Monday, January 11Monday, January 11
Church ClosedChurch Closed

Tuesday, January 12Tuesday, January 12
Pastor Pastor (By Appt Only)

6:00-7:30 p.m. Wildwood Food Pantry
See "Support Our Mission Efforts" article, above, for details.

Wednesday, January 13Wednesday, January 13
Office and PastorOffice and Pastor
(By Appt Only)

12:00-1:30 p.m. Animate: Faith Study
To join in live on Zoom, see links below.

Thursday, January 14Thursday, January 14
Office and PastorOffice and Pastor
(By Appt Only)

Friday,January 15Friday,January 15
OfficeOffice
(By Appt Only)

Saturday, January 16Saturday, January 16
Church ClosedChurch Closed

Sunday, January 17Sunday, January 17
Worship: Live on Zoom,Worship: Live on Zoom,
Recorded for laterRecorded for later
viewingviewing

10:30 a.m. Online Sunday Worship and Fellowship
Live on Zoom, recorded for later viewing. To join in live on Zoom,
see links below.

More information can be found at http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/calendar
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Joining Us in Church: Virtually Live or Recorded
TO JOIN ZOOM WORSHIP OR GROUPS AND FELLOWSHIP SESSIONS:
To join by computer or smartphone with video, download the Zoom software/app from their website
(https://zoom.us/download). You can also call in using any telephone.

For directions on using Zoom, click here.

Join by computer/smartphone:
https://zoom.us/j/3623877141?pwd=bmVTMW1tQTRqNk9Xcy9TSlY1WUdpZz09

Meeting ID: 362 387 7141
Password: 761127
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,3623877141#,,#,761127# US (Houston)
+14086380968,,3623877141#,,#,761127# US (San Jose)

Dial in by phone:
       +1 346 248 7799 US
       +1 253 215 8782 US
       +1 301 715 8592 US

Meeting ID: 362 387 7141
Password: 761127

TO WATCH PREVIOUS SERVICES:
Click here = http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/live-stream

TO USE OUR SANCTUARY PRAYER VIDEO ON DEMAND:
Click here = http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/live-stream

TO CATCH UP USING OUR ARCHIVES:
YouTube = church-in-the-wildwood.org/youtube
FaceBook = facebook.com/cwwgmf/videos

Church in the Wildwood United Church of Christ | 719-684-9427 | admin@wildwooducc.org
As a reminder, the deadline for article suggestions will be Wednesday at 5:00pm.

If you have any questions, comments, or simply wish to discuss the newsletter, please reply to this email.

https://zoom.us/download
https://files.constantcontact.com/0cc8c39d601/b6167d0b-97ca-42c1-9aac-b2eacf77e6c7.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/3623877141?pwd=bmVTMW1tQTRqNk9Xcy9TSlY1WUdpZz09
http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/live-stream
http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/live-stream
http://church-in-the-wildwood.org/youtube
http://facebook.com/cwwgmf/videos

